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Propagating Workshop 2/4/2016

Softwood cuttings

Early spring is a good time for taking softwood cuttings, fresh new growth if bursting with Auxins, the plant growth hormones.

Select plants with plenty of new growing material, avoiding stems with flower buds on.

Using small pots (10-13cm diameter), fill to the brim with a mix of seed compost and perlite or vermiculite (approx 3:1 mix), tap the pot on a bench to settle the compost, then water thoroughly. Put to one side.

Holding the leaves at the tip of a shoot (not the stem) select a potential cutting, approximately 5cm long, and cut just below a leaf joint.

Remove surplus leaves (so that the plant does not lose too much water), but leave enough so that the plant can        photosynthesise (produce food from sunlight).

Create a series of holes in the compost around the edge of the pots, using a small dibber/pencil or finger, and gently drop the cuttings into each hole.

Very gently place the compost around the stems of the cuttings.

Create a clear, protective tent around the cuttings using the sticks, clear polythene bags and elastic bands to     secure the plastic bags.

Place somewhere bright, but not in direct sunlight, warm but not too hot.

Air the cuttings by lifting the polythene bag for an hour or so each day.

Avoid disturbing the stems, the best way of knowing if the cutting is starting to root, is by the emergence of new growth.

The more cuttings you take, the better chance you have of success.

Planting up seedlings

Similar mix of compost in similar size pots as above.

Ensure the compost is well watered

Use dibber/pencil/finger to make 3 holes in the compost.

Use the dibber to tease out the seedlings from the seed tray. Be very gentle and hold the seedlings by the leaves and not the fragile stems.

Use the dibber to gently put the roots into the hole in the compost, and then use the dibber to place the compost back around the roots.

Again place, the pots in a warm bright place, out of direct sunlight.
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